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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Acrobolbus wilsonii 
Status: Vulnerable; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Derrycunihy Wood, Co. Kerry 
 
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Acrobolbus wilsonii 01 13 Gallavally; above Lough Beg V8921680962 2014.10.23 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

 
Recorded by Rory Hodd in 2014. This locality has been assigned to the larger taxon-site Derrycunihy 
Wood. 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes in Cork & Kerry 2014 
 
 

Species 
Acrobolbus wilsonii 

County 
Kerry 

6" Map 
Kerry 
Sheet 
74 

Discovery Map 
78 

Locality/ Site name 
Gallavally Wood (east), S of 
L. Beg 
 

Vice-county (No.) 
South Kerry (H1) 
 

SAC/NHA 
000365 Killarney National 
Park, Macgillycuddy's Reeks 
and Caragh River Catchment 

Grid ref (GPS, National 
Grid) 
V8921680962(±13) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
O6223-A 
 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
120 

Solid geology 
Sandstone 

Survey date 
23/10/2014 

Site description 
 

A. wilsonii was recorded from a flushed rockface in humid rocky 
Quercus petraea woodland, on a steep slope, with a stream 
running through it. 

Population description 
 

Scattered shoots of A. wilsonii are growing through and over 
other bryophytes on a vertical, mildly base-rich rockface. 

Associated species A. wilsonii is associated at this location with Saccogyna 
viticulosa, Plagiochila exigua, Lejeunea patens, Trichostomum 
brachydontium and Hymenophyllum wilsonii. 

Vegetation (Fossitt, 2000) ER1 Exposed siliceous rock 
Current management Deer grazing is moderately intense, little human impact in 

vicinity. 
Threats There are few specific threats to this population, if 

Rhododendron ponticum were to encroach, this population may 
be threatened. 

Conservation measures The habitat should be kept in good condition, and clear of 
Rhododendron. 

Ownership This site is located within the Killarney National Park. 
Access Access is from path between Derrycunihy and Lord Brandon’s 

Cottage, crossing rough area of wet heath and bog to reach 
woodland. 

Other remarks  
 

Additional GPS readings for the species 
 

National Grid 
Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 
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Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 

 

First record and other comments: 

This is the first record of A. wilsonii from this site, although it has previously been recorded from the 
nearby Derrycunihy wood. 

 

References: Hodd, R.L. 2014. Survey of Flora Protection Order bryophytes in Cork and Kerry (H1-
H5). Unpublished report to National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 

 

 

Photographs: 

 

 

Photograph 1: Location of Acrobolbus wilsonii, indicated by red arrow, on a flushed rockface in 
humid woodland at Gallavally. 
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Photograph 2: Mildly base-rich rockface, on which scattered A. wilsonii grows at Gallavally. 

Maps and Aerial Photographs: 

 

Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the location of Acrobolbus wilsonii  (marked by red dot) at Gallavally 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the location of Acrobolbus wilsonii  (marked by red dot) at Gallavally 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 

 

Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the location of Acrobolbus wilsonii  (marked by red dot) at 
Gallavally (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Bing aerial photo showing the location of Acrobolbus wilsonii  (marked by red dot) at 
Gallavally. 

 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Requires more or less constant humidity and shade 
• Always grows in small quantity 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues 

• There are few specific threats to this population. If Rhododendron ponticum were to encroach, 
this population may be threatened. 
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