Didymium melanospermum (Pers.) T. Macbride

Date 4 May 2011. Black Sugarloaf, Birralee (home, garden).
Habitat: Eucalypt forest.

Substrate Artichoke leaf on compost heap.

Description Scattered sessile plasmodiocarps and stalked
sporangia, 0.5 wide x 1.1 mm long; sporangia subglobose
umbilicate at base 0.5-0.4 mm. Stalk brown, striate,

widely attached to substrate, 0.2 mm high. Peridium white
crystalline lime over darker layer. Columella most sporangia
very hard indicating they were probably collected too early.
However, inspection in 2016 reveals that most sporangia
had been eaten by invertebrates revealing hemispherical, buff
coloured columella. Capillitium sparsely branched threads
with some dark nodular thickenings. Spores black in mass,
dark brown by transmitted light, 11.5 pum.

Notes: One collection only in poor condition.




