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Scientific name:
Saduria entomon

Taxonomical group: Species authority:
Class: Malacostraca Linnaeus, 1758
Order: Isopoda
Family: Chaetiliidae
Subspecies, Variations, Synonyms: Generation length:
Chiridothea entomon auctorum -

Mesidotea entomon auctorum

Oniscus entomon Linnaeus, 1758

Saduria entomon entomon (Linnaeus, 1758)
(subspecies not recognised)

Past and current threats (Habitats Directive Future threats (Habitats Directive article 17
article 17 codes): — codes): —

IUCN Criteria: HELCOM Red List LC

- Category: Least Concern
Global / European IUCN Red List Category: Habitats Directive:

NE/NE -

Protection and Red List status in HELCOM countries:
Denmark —/—, Estonia —/—, Finland —/—, Germany —/G (endangered by unknown extent), Latvia —/—,
Lithuania —/—, Poland —/—, Russia —/—, Sweden —/—

Distribution and status in the Baltic Sea region

Saduria entomon is distributed over the Baltic Sea, but not in the Belt Sea. In the western Baltic Sea
(Arkona Basin, Bornholm Basin) its distribution is restricted to areas deeper than 10 m (needs cold
water), whereas in the eastern and northern sea areas it is found also in the surface waters. In the
northern part it is found from the shallow coastal areas to the deepest parts (depending on the oxygen
conditions). In the southern parts it is found mostly in the deeper parts depending on the temperature
regime. The loss of oxygen in the Baltic Sea bottoms has caused some declines in the population.

Saduria entomon. Photo by Metséhallitus NHS/Essi Keskinen.
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Distribution map

The georeferenced records of species compiled from the Danish national database for marine data
(MADS), from the databases of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), Swedish
Meteorological and Hydrological Institute, Finnish Environment, Estonian Marine Institute, and the
Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research (IOW). Additional data was received from Estonia, Finland,
Latvia, Poland, Russia, and Sweden from other sources. The species occurs also in a number of North
European lakes, including Ladoga, Vanern and Vattern (occurrences not shown on the map).

Observations of Saduria entomon in the HELCOM area

~ ' I before year 2000 or in 2000

- after year 2000

- both before and after year 2000

observations made in the indicated sub-basins
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Habitat and ecology

This big isopod species (up to 84 mm in length) is one of the Baltic glacial relicts and it is restricted to
deep cold water zones in the Baltic Sea and tolerates reduced salinities from 35 psu down to 0 psu. S.
entomon lives on varying types of bottoms, e.g. sand, gravel and mud. It is a scavenger and predator,
capable of swimming, that feeds on other benthic animals, such as Monoporeia affinis, Macoma balthica
and chironomid larvae as well as carrion. The species itself is an important food source for cod. In
general, older and larger individuals are found in deeper areas, whereas juveniles and young individuals
keep to shallower areas. This is believed to be an effect of the cannibalistic behaviour of the adults on
the young.

Description of major threats
The loss of oxygen in the Baltic Sea bottoms has caused decline of the S. entomon population in the
past.

Assessment justification

Saduria entomon is a common species in most of the Baltic Sea. The loss of oxygen in the Baltic Sea
bottoms has caused some declines in the S. entomon population but no recent declines have been
observed or suspected. It does not meet any of the Red List criteria and is categorized as Least Concern
(LC).

Recommendations for actions to conserve the species
The species is not threatened but it would benefit from reduction of nutrient loading in the Baltic Sea.

Common names
Denmark: gstersgkrebs, Estonia: merikilk, Finland: kilkki, Germany: Riesenassel, Latvia: —, Lithuania: —,
Poland: podwdj wielki, Russia: —, Sweden: Ishavsgrasugga/skorv/spanakarring
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