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Origin

• Native to Europe and Asia

• Documented in St. Lawrence River in 1978

• Documented in Lake St. Clair in Michigan in 
1983.

• Documented in inland Michigan lakes in 2000.

• Documented in eastern Wisconsin in 2014.

• Documented in central Minnesota in 2015.
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HUGE

Starry stonewort
Nitellopsis obtusa Nitella flexilisChara globularisChara contraria

compared to most of its native relatives



Bulbils

• Bulbils produce clones of the parent

• Most macro-algae do NOT produce bulbils.

Nitellopsis obtusa (starry stonewort)



Bulbils

• Bulbils produce clones of the parent

• Most macro-algae do NOT produce bulbils.

Chara aspera Nitellopsis obtusa (starry stonewort)



Corticating Cells

If you 
see/feel 
these long 
cells on the 
stem, it is 
NOT starry 
stonewort

Chara contraria



Impacts

• Largely unknown

• Most information available is based on 
anecdotal accounts 

• Several studies currently underway

– Bulbil viability

– Disinfection

– Herbicide trials



Dispersal

• Probably moved by boats, trailers, anchors 
(NOT waterfowl)

• Only male starry stonewort has been 
documented in North America. No sexual 
reproduction 
(“seed” production)





Branchlet Structure
Starry stonewort
Nitellopsis obtusa Nitella mucronata

Branchlet divides into 
equal-length parts

Branchlet has a short 
bract coming off the 

right side



Starry Stonewort Fact Sheets

www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/clmn



Starry stonewort ID video (UW-Extension Lakes)


